
Chairman’ s Corner
The thanks and congratulations I have received for the
success of our new venture, the Summer BBQ, were
misdirected. I have therefore passed them on to Richard.
It was brilliant and I add my accolades to yours. When I
rang him some months ago to ask if he would organise
it, quietly and with characteristic modesty, he said ‘Yes.’
That is a word not always heard when members are
asked to take on a task. Many have expressed the wish
that the BBQ will become an annual event and each time
I have been tempted to reply, ‘It will if you organise it’. But
my courage failed!! However, I’m sure the message is
clear. These events become successful when the likes of
Richard say, ‘Yes, I’ll run that.’ They get a team of helpers
together, work hard and we all have a great time.

Anton U3A is riding high right now. Our membership is
looking up and we have other new ventures as well as
the BBQ. For instance, eleven of us recently had a
superb day at Blashford Lakes for the first meeting of our
Birdwatchers Group (a report appears elsewhere).
Again, Ian is soon to get a group together to play Boule.
Well done Ian, especially as you already run the Cycling.
To keep us riding high requires more and more people
like Richard and Ian who are prepared to say, ‘OK, I’ll
take that on.’ So thanks to the many others who run
groups and events for all to enjoy. But remember, as I
have written in previous newsletters, the time the
constitution allows for a number of our original leaders to
be at the helm is fast running out. So when you are asked
to take on a task reply in the same vein as Richard and
Ian.

None of us thought we were up to it until we gave it a try.
By the way, while on this theme, ‘Well done Trish,
another super newsletter; someone else who said, ‘Yes,
I’ll take that on.’

Roger Bennett

Membership
Secretary’ s Notes
We continue to attract a steady trickle of new members,
another six in the last quarter – 16 year-to-date,
bringing our headcount to the dizzying height of 77.

Steve Jarvis

Notes from the
Programme Secret ary
JUNE - Chris McColl spoke to us about his experiences
with the ever-favourite old TV programme Dad's Army.
He told a lot of amusing events which had happened
while filming programmes we had all seen.

JULY - Air Vice-Marshall John Bowering took us back in
time to the earliest days of the Space Programme in
which he was greatly involved. It was astounding to
realise just how 'primitive' some of the experiments of
that time had been.

AUGUST - Those members who were not there missed
a real treat at our barbecue and games afternoon.
There were six barbecues cooking all kinds of fabulous
food co-ordinated by Richard, Mike and Trish.  Well
done, you three, plus all the helpers.  There was also a
cricket match, several boules matches and an egg
throwing (not boiled) competition. We were lucky to be
allowed to use the spacious school grounds.  Now we
are looking for some different people to organise our
next barby. OFFERS?
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The BBQs in full swing

Tricia preparing a delicious feast



COMING SOON

SEPTEMBER - Erica Tinsley on "Ripping Yarns".

OCTOBER - Return of Peter Redmond, this time to talk
about "Wrong Side of the Blanket", some personal
memories which, knowing Peter, will be very humorous.

NOVEMBER - One for the chaps here:  Yasmin Asar
will talk about (and hopefully demonstrate) Belly
Dancing.

DECEMBER - Our Christmas Party which will be from
2-5 pm with various events including a cheery concert
from an accordion player.

A PLEA: If any of you has suggestions for programmes,
I will be very glad indeed to hear them.

Barbara Bennett

Quester Group News
June - Royal Ascot

Questors visited Royal Ascot on 16th June to give our
greeting and salutations on behalf of his serene
Highness the Chairman of Anton to HRH and all her
entourage; these were gratefully accepted (but not
personally).

The other object of the visit was to break the bank of
Ascot.

Unfortunately many members from Anton City did not
recognise the difference between horses and donkeys,
thus we all returned with empty pockets.

However, the weather was kind to us and we all
enjoyed the day, especially having our picnics by the
rail, and spending the time between the races just
people watching!

There was a comment that this could/should/may be an
annual event.

Mike Liberson

July - Eton

On 14th July two busloads of Questors visited Eton
College. We were given a fascinating tour by a lady
who had sent four sons there. (How they had been able
to afford to was the one question we all wanted to know
but didn't dare ask!) The founding of the College by
Henry VI in 1440 was inspired by a visit to Winchester
College. Henry built Eton across the Thames from
Windsor Castle.  We were taken back in time by sitting
in the old schoolroom at folding desks with ink-wells. It
was surprising to see the many, many names carved
into the woodwork. Apparently this practice is not

frowned on and even Wills & Harry have contributed to
what was a caning offence in our schooldays. We also
toured the lecture rooms, museum, hall, dining room
and, best of all, Eton College Chapel.  

At the end of the tour we dispersed to, variously, shop
in the Eton College shop, have lunch, take a boat trip,
shop or visit Windsor Castle.  Another successful day.

August - Osterley Park

On 21st August we met at Wickes car park for the first
time to be picked up by the minibus for our trip to
Osterley Park, a National Trust property.  Both Eton
and Osterley are close to Heathrow, so on both visits
there was a succession of low flying jets.  We had time
to walk around the gardens before the house opened.
There was a noisy flock of green parakeets which I
couldn't find in my bird book!  Most were inside having
lunch when we had the only shower of the day (despite
the foul forecast).  We were given an introductory talk
and an audio guide with a screen which played video
clips.  It was an Elizabethan manor house which was
acquired by the Childs banking family who rebuilt it with
lavish Robert Adam interiors.  Another good day out.

More successful Quests to come!  Wimbledon on 22nd
September, a walking tour of Salisbury in October,
visiting a tall ship in Southampton and the BBC TV
Centre in November (contact Brenda to book).

Marion Marriott

Bookies
Meetings continue to be held at 10am on the first
Tuesday of each month, at my home, 5A Osborne
Road, Andover. However in September our meeting will
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be held at Valerie Greenslade's home at 19 Caesar
Close (off Roman Way) SP10 5JR. We are a friendly
group of nine and any new members would be
welcome. 

In May we read 'Case Histories' by Kate Atkinson. This
was the story of three very old cases which are brought
to a hard-up private detective. He solves all three and
finishes up rich as well! It was an unusual plot but some
of us found the book very confusing because it tended
to jump around from character to character and time to
time. The group had a mixed reaction to the book. Very
clever but difficult to follow at times. 

In June we read 'The Blind Assassin' by Margaret
Atwood. This was a thriller told by an elderly lady, Iris
Chase, looking back into the death of her sister Laura.
The book was rather long and quite disjointed at times
and it was difficult to put all the pieces together. It was
extremely complex and needed a lot of concentration to
understand. Generally speaking we thought it was too
long. Nor did we like the book and we would probably
not choose another book by this author.

In July we read 'Snowstorms in a Hot Climate' by Sarah
Dunant. This was a psychological drama with drugs
(snowstorms) in the background of a struggle (hot
climate) between three people which ends with the
unexplained death of one and vengeance by another.
The book had a mixed reception by the group.

Sarah Eagles

Walking Group
May

Eleven of us started walking from the “John-o-Gaunt”
Horsebridge over the hump towards King’s Somborne,
crossing the main road and following a downhill
pathway to the village passing through the sports field
(no one took up the challenge to do the keep fit circuit)
passing the old church and on through the village to
join the Clarendon Way.

We had a steep climb which took us high above the
village where we had a birds-eye view of the village and
could see the countryside for miles around. After a
short rest we continued on downhill following the
Clarendon Way and passing over the River Test in
several places, eventually reaching Houghton and
leaving the Clarendon Way.

The last mile took us along a country road criss-
crossing the Test back to our starting point where we
had lunch and were joined by our mobile walkers.

John Adams

June – ‘Three Lakes’

The June walk clashed with the U3A to Ascot reducing
the number of regulars attending but compensated with
several new faces.

We met at the Anton Arms on the Salisbury Road and
wandered down to Rooksbury Lake, glancing at the
new properties on the Mill site, before sauntering past
the two lakes.

Lots of water birds to admire, including a heron
standing gracefully to attention on the far bank.

We followed the route of the River Anton upstream (the

Watervole Trail), nosing into the back gardens of the
houses.

Past Asda, we used the new footpath overlooking
South Street housing. We were all amazed at how
quickly the river planting had matured but I’m sure this
doesn’t compensate the house-holders for the
imposing edifice obstructing their view.

The footpath emerged next to Iceland and we
navigated our way through town, past Town Mills and
the bus station, up Chantry Street, arriving at the rebuilt
Ford Cottage, where we stood on tip toe to look through
the windows. We then ventured into St Mary’s
Churchyard where we discovered St Mary’s Chapel
being renovated and being turned into ‘Chapel Arts’

To the North of the Churchyard we met up again with
the Anton and followed its path under the bypass and
behind The Range and Homebase, where a gaggle of
young geese were being chaperoned by some adults,
We passed a derelict Gamekeeper’s cottage before
emerging at Anton Lakes. Lots of children’s activities
going on here but too far away to make out the details.
We skirted the edge of the lake and followed a footpath
emerging in Charlton, near Tesco Express and followed
the track down to Charlton Lakes.

We stopped at the cafe to catch our breath and all had
an ice cream before heading back to Town.

We took the footpath that runs behind the Hospital,
emerging near the Folly roundabout, along Junction
Road  and the old railway line before climbing the hill
back to the Anton Arms.

The walk was probably close to 5 miles and many of us
were struggling up the last hill but we were soon
revived with a glass of pop and lunch.

Steve Jarvis

July

The group of eight met at "The Royal Oak" Charlton on
a dull day for a 4 mile walk.

Our walk started by crossing the road to head towards
and through the Anton Lakes this led us to the back of
Saxon Fields towards Knights Enham.

We then turned into Hungerford Lane and back towards
Charlton.

Over half way back walking through Little Bilgrove
Copse the rain started and kept on until we returned to
Charlton very wet where Judith Valerie and Susan met
us for a welcome lunch at the Royal Oak.

David Hazell

August

We had 18 members on this walk, which was an
excellent turn-out. Thanks to all those who came.

We met at the George in St Mary Bourne, and at 10.10
with lunch arrangements all sorted, we set out over the
Bourne bridge and along the tree-lined left-hand side of
the recreation ground past the lake.  Through the gate
the path took us straight up the hillside and then
climbed through the woods and up to a more gentle
grassy incline which led to our first cornfield.  The path
was quite clear and straight through the field and it
brought us out onto the St Mary Bourne - Finkley -
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Smannell road, which is roughly the track of the old
Roman Portway. Going towards Smannell we very
soon turned right onto a bridle way which brought us,
after about a mile, to Middle Wyke. Here the footpath
went through a small spinney, but our research showed
that the whole path was quite lost amongst nettles, so
we took a short diversion going down the right hand
side of the spinney to reach the path. Again the path in
this corn field was clearly marked by a green trail
running straight to the hedge about ½ mile away. Here
we met our first stile, and after 3 more in quick
succession found ourselves high up looking over the
Bourne Valley. A herd of bullocks found us quite an
interesting spectacle, and came up the hill to watch the
entertainment of 18 differently coloured animals on two
legs climbing a stile! From this high point the Test Way
ran down gradually towards St Mary Bourne on a well
marked track with good views all the way. Having
joined the valley road alongside the village School, we
found ourselves back at the George about 12.15 after
a walk of about 4 miles which all enjoyed.

The 2-course lunch deal on offer for £5 at the George
was also judged a success.

David Eagles

Floral Art
The theme for June was 'Regal'. Once again, we all
used our imagination and produced some excellent
displays including using red, white and blue flowers in
Royal memorabilia china cups.

July's topic was ' The
Sun' and again we
produced a wide variety
of arrangements.  We
had blue dishes to
represent sunrise over
the sea and a beautiful
circular wall hanging
display of sunflowers.

August was a real chal-
lenge as the topic was
'three flowers'. The
flowers used were
Dahlias, Roses, Carn-

ations and Daisies and all arrangements were splendid
but all very different. 

The next meeting's theme is an arrangement in a vase;

this will be at Burghclere Down Hall on Wednesday
16th September at 2.03pm. 

Jane Lewin 

Photo Club
Another successful period running the Group, in spite of
missing our Great Leader for many weeks due to holidays.
Some think Paul escapes to recharge his inspirational
batteries but I know it's to play with pussy cats!

The weather messed up our first organized photo
outing, we did go out, but ended up at the pub for lunch,
good job we didn't take our cameras as they may just
have melted in the wet.

We also experimented by showing our best pics via the
computer rather than printing them. This presents a
much better image than home printing, unfortunately
the technology was far beyond our simple minds and
proved too time consuming, in fact some members of
the gang thought our Great Leader had closed his eyes
whilst the rest of us suffered the stress of this trial.

We continue to work towards our Annual show and
invite new members to join us.

Mike Liberson

French
The group is thriving with an average of 8 sitting around
the table, taking their turn to tell their experiences...
sometimes frustration leads to defaulting into franglais
but a healthy laugh and an attempt to direct into
francais is a great way to learn. We continue with
Maigret's " Headless Corpse" which, I understand, has
so enthralled certain members that they have read the
whole book and know in advance "who dun it". Tony
Scrace who, amongst his many talents, is a bee
keeper, (un apiculteur) bravely tried to show us the
workings of a hive (une ruche) in his newly learned bee
(une abeille) vocabulary. Some members who have
attended since the group was set up have suddenly
made a leap in their pronunciation and confidence.  Un
grand succes!

Ian McFarling

Computer Group
The Computer Group is currently on School holiday,
and our next session begins on 17 September 2009 at
3.30pm in the Winton School Computer Suite. There
are no entry qualifications, and we would be delighted
to welcome new members.

Over the last months we have been looking at the wider
application of computer technology in our homes, and
we finished the year with a discussion about home
automation.

I am always very pleased to have members tell me
subjects they would like covered. If anyone has a topic
they are interested in, or an area of computer use
which is causing them problems, please let David
Eagles know, and we will build them into our
programme. Thanks to one member's suggestion we
will be looking at buying and selling on Ebay at our
September meeting. Looking forward to seeing you all.

David Eagles
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Cycling Group
From the original 4 or 5 diehards we have now 10
members and have enjoyed more testing routes. In July
9 members turned up at Vernham Dean and we cycled to
The Crofton Pump Station on the Kennet and Avon
Canal. At the tea rooms we had a delicious snack lunch
before returning by the same route, which involved
several inclines requiring the full use of gears and
muscles. Distance cycled was 15 miles. 

In August we met in Andover and Dave and Brenda lead
6 of us on a ride through Weyhill, Thruxton and Amport.
Roger was unable to get us into either of his locals so we
had a coffee at the garden centre on our return. See
below for report.  

We look forward to Roger guiding us through the hidden
lanes of Nether Wallop in September.

Ian McFarling

August

7 of us met at the Upper Drove for the August Bike ride.
We took a route through the MOD camp to Red Post
Lane and then took a route through Weyhill, Thruxton
and Cholderton to Amport. At Amport it was decided we
needed refreshment. After trying a few pubs and finding
them closed we had to concede and settle for coffee at
the garden centre. This fortified us for the journey back to
the Upper Drove and concluded a very pleasant outing.

The Bikers meet on the second Monday of the month

David Hazell 

Bird W atchers
We got off to a great start for this new group at Blashford
Lakes, near Ringwood. Eleven members had the benefit
of ornithologist, Steve Oakes’ expertise as we observed
39 species from lakeside and woodland hides. Steve
uses his ears to watch birds as well as his eyes and we
were fascinated as he pointed out the calls of birds we
were unable to see. Most species are lying low at the
moment during their moult so our list was pretty
impressive.

Water Birds Others

1 Black Headed Gull 19 Blue Tit  
2 Cormorant 20 Bulfinch  O
3 Coot 21 Buzzard
4 Gadwell 22 Carrion Crow
5 Graylag Goose 23 Chaffinch
6 Great Black 24 Chiffchaff

Backed Gull
7 Great Crested 25 Coal Tit

Grebe
8 Grey Heron 26 Crow
9 Herring Gull 27 Dunnock

10 Kingfisher 28 Goldfinch
11 Lapwing 29 Great Tit
12 Little Egret 30 Hobby
13 Little Grebe 31 Jay
14 Mallard 32 Magpie
15 Mute Swan 33 Nuthatch  O
16 Pintail Duck 34 Robin
17 Pochard 35 Siskin
18 Tufted Duck 36 Sparrow

37 Starling
37 Starling
38 Swallow
39 Wood Pigeon

We are now planning another meeting here in February
to see wintering birds.

The next meeting is September 20th at 10.30 at
Farlington Marshes Nature Reserve near Portsmouth.
Directions - Leave A27 at Cosham roundabout which
also signposts Farlington to the left, but don’t go that way.
Proceed round the roundabout in the direction of
Portsmouth keeping to the left lane. The entrance to the
Reserve is on the left of roundabout. OS Solent map 196
ref. 675 044. 

Roger Bennett

Petanque
About 8 of us at the BBQ had a game of petanque (or
boules if you prefer). Anyone thinking they were an ace
at the game, had their hopes dashed as tree roots, a
slope and stones of various (small) sizes redirected their
boule from its chosen destination. We all enjoyed it very
much and decided to form an Anton U3A Petanque
group. Initial interest has been shown by 14 members
and we will meet on the 1st Friday of every month at
10.30 a.m.  

Ian McFarling
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Poetry Group
The Poetry Group met on the last Friday of the month
which is our usual slot.  As it is 200 years since Alfred
Lord Tennyson was born, we spent some time reading
his poems and discovered where a lot of our common
sayings come from!

Then, on a lighter note, we read a few poems and
prose about Colour.  

Our next meeting begins our second year as a Group.
We will be looking at poems on birds and nature due to
the fact that it is the centenary of Peter Scott.

We extend a warm welcome to any new members who
wish to "try us out" on Friday, September 25th.

Barbara Bennett

A chicken crossing the road:
poultry in motion.

And finally a poem from the editor:-

SPELL CHECKER
Wee halve a spelling chequer,
It came with hour pea sea.
It plainly marques four hour revue
Miss steaks we kin not sea.

Wee strike a key and type a word,
And weight four it two say,
Weather wee ah wrong oar write,
It shows us strait a weigh.

As soon as a mist ache is maid,
It nose bee fore two long,
And wee can put the error rite
It’s rare lea ever wrong.

Weave run this poem threw it,
Were shore your pleased two no,
It’s letter perfect awl the weigh,
Hour chequer tolled us sew.
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GROUP CO-ORDINATORS

SUBJECT DAY & TIME CO-ORDINATOR E-MAIL

Art most Tuesdays 2-4pm Paul Leedham
(01264 362 574) paulvelma@hotmail.com 

Bird Watching as arranged Rev Roger Bennett
(01264 782 336) lereduit@hotmail.com

Computer usually 3rd Thursday - monthly
3.30-5pm

David Eagles
(01264 334 664) deagles@btinternet.com

Cycling 2nd Wednesday - 10am Ian McFarling
(01264 736 127) ian@india.entdsl.com

Floral Art 4th Tuesday 2.30-4pm Brenda Hazell
(01264 357 772) brenda.hazell@tiscali.co.uk

French
Conservation Wednesday 10am-12pm fortnightly Gillian Roberts

(01264 335 899) pelhamhouse@gmail.com

Genealogy Fourth Wednesday 2pm Mary Taylor
(01264 364 752) roberttaylor@btconnect.com

Literature 1st Tuesday - 10am Sarah Eagles
(01264 334 664) saeagles@btinternet.com

Local History First Thursday Brenda Mole
(01264 401897) brenda.mole@ntlworld.com

MOTO Varies
Tricia Andrews

(01264 736 227)
TriciaOnTheHill@aol.com

Petanque 1st Friday - 10.30am
Ian McFarling

(01264 736 127)
ian@india.entadsl.com

Poetry 3rd Friday 10.30am Barbara Bennett
01264 782 336) lereduit@hotmail.com

Photography Third Monday 2-4pm Paul Leedham
(01264 362 574) paulvelma@hotmail.com

Questers Thursdays by arrangement

Mike Liberson
(01264 810 610)
Marion Marriott

(01264 889 090)

liberson@yahoo.co.uk
marion.marriott@tiscali.co.uk

Walkers Third Tuesday 10.15am Rev Roger Bennett
(01264 782 336) lereduit@hotmail.com

Theatre As arranged Maureen Evans
(01264 324 095) maureen@jameen.plus.com

Contributions to the Newsletter to Tricia Andrews - antonu3a@aol.com or 01264 736 227

FirstAssist Commercial LawCare
The Third Age Trust has an arrangement with FirstAssist to provide legal advice to U3A members.

It is a free service, available 365 days a year, 24 hours a day. Just phone:

01455 251 500 and quote the AntonU3A code number 70494


